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Loring Guenther’s Story 
 

(End of Watch - September 10, 2013) 

 

Captain Loring W. Guenther died unexpectedly from a 

heart attack on Tuesday, September 10, 2013 at his home 

in Kasson shortly after returning home from work.  

Workplace stress was determined to be the major 

contributing factor in his death.  He was 43 years old.   

 

Captain Guenther was born in Crystal, MN on October 24, 

1969 to Wallace and Virginia (Johnson) Guenther.  He 

graduated from Cooper High School in 1988.  Following 

high school he attended North Hennepin Community 

College earning his Associates Degree in Law 

Enforcement.    

 

In 1994 Captain Guenther started his full-time law 

enforcement career as a Deputy for the Dodge County 

Sheriff’s Office.  In 1997, he married his best friend, 

Debonie Mazzei in Kasson.  

 

Loring was a Deputy in the Dodge County Sheriff’s Office for 15 years and served as Captain 

for 4 years.  Loring was an outgoing individual who had an innate talent of always bringing a 

brighter mood with him when he walked into a room.  His positive, enthusiastic personality 

helped him quickly move up the ranks at the Sheriff’s Office being promoted to Training 

Sergeant and later Captain.  From self-defense, to firearms training, he also shared his law 

enforcement training experience by teaching students at Rochester Community and Technical 

College’s Law Enforcement Program for many years.   In addition to all his responsibilities with 

the Sheriff’s Office he was also active every year volunteering for the local Toys for Tots 

Program, a program he felt very strongly about.   

 

Captain Guenther was dearly loved by his wife, family, friends, and co-workers.  He always 

found the good in the bad, and touched the hearts of so many people in Dodge County with his 

generous way of always giving back to the community. 

 

Those fortunate enough to know Loring remember him for his strong sense of humor, his ability 

to engage anyone without previously knowing them, his strong commitment to his family and 

friends, and his desire to help others. 
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Co-workers describe Captain Guenther as being a strong, kind, thoughtful, and humble 

leader.  While he was very proud of the long list of accomplishments the office had made during 

his tenure, he was always quick to recognize the efforts of everyone else’s involvement, with 

little or no emphasis on his own.  He was a true leader by example in every way, and was 

respected by all who had contact with him.     

 

Captain Guenther's hobbies outside of law enforcement included hunting, fishing, horses, 

working on cars, camping, and spending quality time with his best friend Debonie.  

 

We shall never forget his service and sacrifice to the Dodge County Sheriff’s Office. 

  

 

 

Annual Loring Guenther Memorial Golf Tournament 

 

The annual Loring Guenther Memorial Golf Tournament is a fundraising event that is filled with 

good company, laughter, activities, door prizes, a meal and a silent auction.  Proceeds raised 

from this event go directly to support the Toys for Tots Program and a Law Enforcement 

Scholarship. 

 

The first golf tournament was held in September 2014.  It was started as a way to remember a 

fallen friend and to raise money to fund the Toys for Tots Program of Southeast Minnesota, 

which is a program that was near and dear to Captain Guenther’s heart. 

 

The first memorial gathering consisted of a golf tournament.  Since then, we’ve added games, 

raffle drawings, door prizes, incorporated sponsors into the event, brought Copper the Clown in 

to raise additional funds for the cause, added a silent auction, created a golf cart obstacle course 

competition, made an annual donation to the Toys for Tots Program and implemented a Loring 

Guenther Memorial Scholarship.   

 

The golf tournament is an annual event that is well attended and a lot of fun.  This event is 

something you won’t want to miss!  Details about the memorial golf tournament can be found on 

our Facebook page: Loring Guenther Memorial Golf Tournament. 

 

Thanks to our sponsors, donors, friends and families which have graciously contributed or 

attended the tournament year after year the tournament remains a success. 

 

 

 

Contact Us 
 

Please send general questions regarding the Loring Guenther Memorial Scholarship to: 

LoringsLegacy.3123@gmail.com 

 

When contacting us by email please include your name, contact information and your message. 
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2022 Scholarships Are Now Available 

 

We’ve talked about adding a scholarship for a couple of years, in 2022 we finally were able to 

make that dream a reality.  The number of scholarships awarded each year will be determined by 

the amount of money raised each year during the annual golf tournament. 

 

 

 

About the Loring Guenther Memorial Scholarship 

 

The Loring Guenther Memorial Scholarship Committee offers a scholarship each year for 

Minnesota college students registered in a Law Enforcement Program.  Please read carefully 

through the qualifications to ensure that you qualify for the scholarship. 

 

This scholarship program was created in an effort to honor and remember a fallen officer and 

offer applicants the opportunity to pursue their dreams in law enforcement. 
 

 

 

About Us 

 

The Scholarship Committee’s goal is to offer financial assistance to Minnesota applicants that 

are interested in pursuing a law enforcement career.  We recognize that some candidates need 

outside help in meeting the costs of such training, as well as, those candidates who excel 

academically. 

 

 

 

General Information 

 

All scholarship applications are due by June 6, 2022.  Winners will be announced August 12, 

2022.  Awards will also be listed on our Facebook page.  Funds will be deposited directly into 

the award winner’s school of higher education in August 2022.  We will contact you in the 

summer of 2022 to confirm your school. 

 

The Loring Guenther Memorial Committee independently judges each application and scores 

according to scoring guidelines.  Criteria used for scoring: academic achievement, 

extracurricular and volunteer activities, quality of essay, general behavior/ attitude and Letter of 

Interest. 

 

The Scholarship Committee will provide financial assistance to selected and approved applicants 

who qualify.  Financial support through the form of student scholarships to an identified student 

or students who is not POST licensed, in the second year of a two year law enforcement degree 

program or in their third or fourth year of a four year law enforcement degree program. 

 

If you run into any issues while filling out your application, please contact us at 

LoringsLegacy.3123@gmail.com. 
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Scholarships Available 

 

Loring Guenther Memorial Scholarship 

(Minnesota College Student Registered in Law Enforcement Program) 

 

Eligibility: Current student who is not POST licensed, in the second year of a two year law 

enforcement degree program or in their third or fourth year of a four year law enforcement 

degree program. 

 

Award: One prize of up to $600.00. 

 

Application form below. 

 

Applicant Qualifications 

Applications are open to students who are not POST licensed, in the second year of a two year 

law enforcement degree program or in their third or fourth year of a four year law enforcement 

degree program within the State of Minnesota.  Please select any of the following statements 

which apply to you.   

 

 I am a current college student in the State of Minnesota. 

  

 I have registered and plan to attend the upcoming Fall term in a law enforcement course of 

study at a technical college or university and am interested in a career within the State of 

Minnesota. (Proof of Fall registration in a course of study as described above is required for 

the Loring Guenther Memorial Scholarship.) 

 

 

 

  

 I am a current college student in financial need. 

  

 

Applications are accepted until June 6, 2022 in order to be accepted for late summer award for 

FALL SEMESTER. All scholarship money will be deposited directly into the technical college 

or university of the recipient’s choice. 

 

Complete applications must be received by the application deadline date to be considered for the 

August award date. Incomplete applications will not be considered. Loring Guenther Memorial 

Scholarship awards generally do not exceed $(600.00). Award amounts will vary among 

applicants each year. The Loring Guenther Memorial Scholarship should be considered a 

competitive scholarship.  

  

An individual's involvement in law enforcement along with community service and academic 

achievement will be taken into account. Candidates are required to demonstrate their academic 

achievements.  Applicants must submit a copy of a transcript from each school attended and a 
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completed Loring Guenther Memorial Scholarship Application Form.  The scholarship pool 

amount, and individual awards are subject to change without notice, as it is dependent on 

donations received and golf tournament proceeds. 

 

Application Materials: 

Completing the application process will include submitting each of the following: 

 

1. Completed Loring Guenther Memorial Scholarship Application Form. 

2. Completed Essay no longer than 1 page in length. 

3. Personal Resume no longer than 1 page in length. 

4. A copy of your transcripts from each school attended. 

5. A Letter of Acceptance. 

6. Letter of Interest no longer than 1 page in length. 

 

Please return all materials to: 

 

Loring Guenther Memorial Scholarship  

c/o Becky Lubahn 

PO Box 536 

Mantorville, MN  55955 

 

Loring Guenther Memorial Scholarship Interview Process: 

 

If selected for Phase II of the Loring Guenther Memorial Scholarship process, applicant must 

also agree to participate in an oral board interview, which will be scheduled on an individual 

basis. Interviews typically take place in July.  

  

Loring Guenther Memorial Scholarship Awardees will be invited to attend the annual Loring 

Guenther Memorial Golf Tournament. 


